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NEW REPORT SHOWS IMPACT OF ICE STORM ON GEORGIA TREES 

 

A Georgia Forestry Commission assessment of damage to trees resulting from 

February’s ice storm shows more than 70,000 acres impacted, valued in excess of $65 

million. Most of the permanently affected trees are pine species. Hardwood damage consisted 

mainly of limb and top breakage, with long-term survival likely. The report details specific 

damage in hardest hit areas and provides recommendations for assessment, salvage and 

safety. 

“A team of GFC foresters surveyed the zone that appeared to have endured the greatest 

impacts to our forests from the ice,” said James Johnson, Forest Management Chief for the 

Georgia Forestry Commission. “About half of Georgia, over 90 counties, experienced some 

form of winter precipitation during this storm. Through field observations and geospatial 

analysis, 20 east-central counties were identified as hardest hit, with many now requiring 

salvage operations and management decisions that will determine tree survival,” Johnson 

said.  

According to the assessment, tremendous variation in damage amounts was observed, 

with three categories of intensity recorded: light to moderate, with tree recovery expected; 

moderate to severe, with more than 25% broken limbs and stems that may necessitate 

salvage operations or be at risk of loss; and severe, with more than 30% broken stems and 

tops and bending of more than 45 degrees, dictating consideration of full salvage operations. 

Monetary damage estimates focus on the area of greatest impact and are based on 

timber harvest expectations at 30+ years. The majority of the damage was noted in acres that 
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were recently “thinned” for the first time, a process that allows for optimal growth on 

forestland. 

“Rural timber landowners and urban homeowners alike are dealing with the after-effects 

of this storm,” said Johnson. “It’s crucial to keep safety top of mind when dealing with any 

damaged tree, especially in urban environments where they can impact property and people. 

Pruning and tree removal can be dangerous, so it’s important to contact a professional to 

assess the situation before attempting a ‘do-it-yourself’ fix.” Johnson added that ice-damaged 

tree hazards include broken, hanging limbs that may fall unexpectedly.  

Governor Nathan Deal declared a state of emergency as the storm approached on 

February 10 and a presidential declaration of emergency was issued as the storm hit Georgia. 

Ice in amounts ranging from one-tenth of an inch to an inch triggered extensive power 

outages across the state from February 11-13. During and following the event, 40-percent 

(215 of 530) of the Georgia Forestry Commission’s workforce provided emergency response 

assistance to teams throughout the state, serving on chainsaw crews, helping motorists, 

delivering emergency supplies, conducting law enforcement patrols and supporting other 

needed missions. 

The Georgia Forestry Commission’s “Timber Impact Assessment” of the February 2014 

Georgia ice storm, as well as lists of consulting foresters and certified arborists can be viewed 

at GaTrees.org. 
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